116h and 12Gh of April 2008

call for decentralized days of acbtion
for squats and auGonomous spaces
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On Friday the 11th and Saturday the 12th of April 2008, we call for two days of demonstration, direct action, public
information, street-party, squatting.. in defence of free spaces and for an anti-capitalist popular culture. Through
these two days, we want to help create more visibility of autonomous spaces and squats as a european/global
political movement. We want to develop interconnections and solidarity between squats and autonomous spaces.
We want to keep linking our spaces with new people and new struggles, and support the creation of autonomous
spaces in places where there has not been a history of this kind of action. We want to build, step by step, our ability
to overcome the wave of repression falling on us. We call for decentralised and autonomous actions of all kinds,
depending on what people feel to be the most appropriate to their local context. You'll find below the political
content we wish to give to these two days.

We are everywhere...

For centuries, people have used squats and autonomous spaces, either urban or rural, to take control of their own
lives. They are a tool, a tactic, a practice, and a way for people to live out their struggles. For decades, squat
movements across Europe and beyond have fought capitalist development, contributing to local struggles against
destruction; providing alternatives to profit-making and consumer culture; running social centres and participatory
activities outside of the mainstream economy. Demonstrating the possibilities for self-organising without hierarchy;
creating international networks of exchange and solidarity. These networks have changed many lives, breaking out of
social control and providing free spaces where people can live outside the norm.

Among other things, these places provide bases for meetings and projects, for the creation and distribution of
subversive culture, for the non-monetary based exchange of goods, resources and knowledge, for experimentating
with new ways of living, for collective debates, for recycling and construction, for agricultural activities, for the
production of independant media.

Whether we speak of urban squats or of purchased land, of negotiated or re-appropriated rural land, of restored
factories or self-built buildings, these spaces are refuges for rebels and outlaws, poor and homeless people, radical
activists, illegal immigrants. Social centres are crucial to us as part of a movement for social change.




